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Understand, they are placing their
launch sites and their factories next to
mosques, next to churches, next to hos-
pitals, next to schools. The plan is—
their intent is to make sure that, when
Israel responds, responds to an attack,
that there are maximum casualties of
civilians, so that Americans will think
that the Israelis are bad, that the nar-
rative is that Israelis are using an
unmeasured response—response.

Remember, it is a response, Mr.
Speaker. No other country faces daily
rocket attacks against its civilians,
nor would any, nor should any other
nation tolerate such violence, and we
strongly condemn the continued rocket
fire into Israel and the deliberate tar-
geting, again, Mr. Speaker, of citizens.

Now, this can all end. President
Mahmoud Abbas can renounce the
Hamas-backed unity government. How
are we ever going to get to peace when
their unity government is unified with
terrorists, Mr. Speaker?

Since the beginning of July, the Pal-
estinian terrorists have fired hundreds
of missiles and projectiles at the popu-
lation centers in Israel and, just re-
cently, rejected the cease-fire nego-
tiated by Egypt.

What is it that they want? Well, we
know what they want. They want
Israel obliterated from the map, Mr.
Speaker.

For our administration, who has at
times been with Israel—but not enough
times—I would urge them, instead of
calling on restraint for Israel, asking
Israel to restrain—they are responding,
Mr. Speaker, to attacks on their civil-
ian population.

Instead of asking them to restrain,
demand the PA denounce, renounce
Hamas and start supporting Israel and
give them the necessary resources to
meet this threat.

——
CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to talk about children and
to talk about children around the
world, here at home, and I guess what
is most on many Americans’ minds be-
cause of the visuals that they have
seen, unaccompanied children coming
into my State, the State of Texas.

I was down at the border some weeks
ago, maybe just 2 weeks ago, and I
looked at the reality of what many
people see on television, and what I
looked at was impoverished, frightened
children, 12 years and under, children
with diapers, children who were fright-
ened and without their parents.

In addition, I saw the lovingness of
volunteers from Catholic Charities to
save the children, to many residents in
the border community reaching out
and helping.

Now, we are about to engage in a de-
bate based upon the President’s rec-
ommendation of what they need to hu-
manely treat these children. Frankly, 1
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believe that many in America have
gotten the wrong information through
various excerpts and commentaries
that have been made by people who are
uninformed.

I am very glad in Houston, on this
past weekend, we had over 80 religious
leaders from all denominations, com-
munities, people who drove into Hous-
ton from counties way beyond Hous-
ton, all standing up and acknowledging
their commitment to the humane
treatment of children. They were from
diverse backgrounds. They were eth-
nically diverse and racially diverse, as
I said, religiously diverse.

Ministers like Dr. Terrance Grant
Malone and Dr. Freddie Haynes, Dr.
John Ogletree, Dr. D.Z. Cofield, pastors
from Faith Temple, I believe, in Polk
County—if I have it correct—and indi-
viduals from the United Methodist
Church, Catholic Charities, Episcopal
Church, people who are in the midst of
Ramadan from the Islamic Muslim
faith, all ready to help these children—
that is the America that all of us
know.

That is the America that the Statue
of Liberty stands in the harbor of New
York and has said, over the years, to
bring me your forlorn.

That is the same America who can
stand alongside of Jordan, who is tak-
ing thousands and thousands of Syr-
ians; or Turkey, that is taking thou-
sands upon thousands of Syrians—not
the America who listens to the fears
and wrong information about disease.

These children are medically
checked, but if you will check the doc-
uments, you will find that, in spite of
the poverty, El1 Salvador, Honduras,
and Guatemala immunizes at least 90
to 95 percent of their children; but yet
we doublecheck, and we immunize
again.

So I think it is important to under-
stand that this law that has, in actu-
ality, been at the center point of my
friends on the other side of the aisle
wanting to change, with the introduc-
tion now of the humane law, is a law
that should stay in place and that we
should give children of any country,
contiguous or noncontiguous, at least
due process rights because these are
children who in actuality have fled vio-
lence or human trafficking or sex traf-
ficking and they are sometimes unable
to articulate that in a short period of
time.

They need counsel, and they need
courts that understand. To rush
through the decision, to have a court
make a decision in 72 hours is abso-
lutely absurd and impossible.

To only increase immigration judges
by 40, I have introduced H.R. 4940 that
increases immigration judges by 70. At
this point, immigration judges have
1,660 per court versus a district court
that has less than 500 cases, and they
are overwhelmed. There is no way that
you can process these children pres-
ently, and the expedited proceedings
are not going to work.

Where is our claim to due process for
these children? I look forward to work-
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ing deliberatively, having these chil-
dren in the process that they are in. By
the way, they are in a deportation
process. They are not just here to stay.

Putting them in a humane condition,
debunking the myth of disease, and
having these children go and find that
these children will appear in court by
having lawyers and enforcing the bor-
der with the border security bill, H.R.
1417, that this House and this House
leadership refuses to put on the floor of
the House, which passed over almost 2
years ago.

If you want border security, pass the
border security bill that we have writ-
ten.

Finally, Mr. Speaker I want to care
about American children. The violence
must stop. I want to work with those
who are being shot by guns across
America. Let’s stop the gun violence.

We need a Marshall Plan for the chil-
dren who are being shot by guns in our
country. Care for children all over the
world.

———————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 42
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER
Reverend Steve Walker, Fairview
Village Church, Eagleville, Pennsyl-

vania, offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, I pray for each
Member of this body to be mindful of
Your will. You have blessed us with
great freedoms and given the Members
of this House great responsibility. With
this responsibility comes even greater
challenges.

Therefore, I ask, Lord, bless our Rep-
resentatives. May every man and
woman have the courage to speak their
mind, the stamina to stay the course,
and the determination to stand their
ground, for conviction is not bendable.
Progress is not made when men are not
bound on principle.

Lord, I ask that this body be not just
a group of representatives but, rather,
a collection of free men and free
women with a desire to guide a free Na-
tion.

May they be strong in faith, abound-
ing in wisdom, and righteous in nature.
Lord, grant the home of each Member
peace.

I pray in the name of my Lord and
Savior Christ Jesus.

Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. HAHN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. HAHN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
PRIVATE CALENDAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BLACK). This is the day for the call of
the Private Calendar.

The Clerk will call the bill on the
calendar.

———
CORINA DE CHALUP TURCINOVIC

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 306)
for the relief of Corina de Chalup
Turcinovic.

There being no objection, the Clerk
read the bill as follows:

H.R. 306

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS FOR
CORINA DE CHALUP TURCINOVIC.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
sections (a) and (b) of section 201 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, Corina de
Chalup Turcinovic shall be eligible for
issuance of an immigrant visa or for adjust-
ment of status to that of an alien lawfully
admitted for permanent residence upon fil-
ing an application for issuance of an immi-
grant visa under section 204 of such Act or
for adjustment of status to lawful permanent
resident.

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—If Corina de
Chalup Turcinovic enters the United States
before the filing deadline specified in sub-
section (c), she shall be considered to have
entered and remained lawfully and shall, if
otherwise eligible, be eligible for adjustment
of status under section 245 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act as of the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(c) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION AND PAY-
MENT OF FEES.—Subsections (a) and (b) shall
apply only if the application for issuance of
an immigrant visa or the application for ad-
justment of status is filed with appropriate
fees within 2 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(d) REDUCTION OF IMMIGRANT VISA NUM-
BER.—Upon the granting of an immigrant
visa or permanent residence to Corina de
Chalup Turcinovic, the Secretary of State
shall instruct the proper officer to reduce by
1, during the current or next following fiscal
year, the total number of immigrant visas
that are made available to natives of the
country of the alien’s birth under section
203(a) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act or, if applicable, the total number of im-
migrant visas that are made available to na-
tives of the country of the alien’s birth
under section 202(e) of such Act.
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(e) DENIAL OF PREFERENTIAL IMMIGRATION
TREATMENT FOR CERTAIN RELATIVES.—The
natural parents, brothers, and sisters of
Corina de Chalup Turcinovic shall not, by
virtue of such relationship, be accorded any
right, privilege, or status under the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This
concludes the call of the Private Cal-
endar.

————

WELCOMING REVEREND STEVE
WALKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. GERLACH) is recognized
for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize Pastor Steve
Walker, the Family Ministry pastor for
the Fairview Village Church in
Eagleville, Pennsylvania, which serves
thousands of area residents in south-
eastern Pennsylvania.

A native of the State of Washington,
Pastor Walker received his under-
graduate degree from the University of
Washington and then proudly served in
the United States military.

In 1991, Pastor Walker began working
full time in the ministry, and since
then, has served as a children’s pastor
in Tacoma, Washington; as an asso-
ciate pastor in Topeka, Kansas; and as
the lead pastor in Carson City, Ne-
vada—all before starting his current
position in Eagleville.

On a more personal note, Pastor
Walker and his wife of over 30 years,
Shari, have raised two terrific daugh-
ters, Ashley and Stephanie. Pastor
Walker also demonstrated tremendous
courage and unshakable faith as he
battled cancer in 2003. He has since
conquered the disease and has emerged
from that battle with a renewed pas-
sion for serving the church, his
congregants, and the community.

It is therefore my privilege to wel-
come Pastor Walker, his wife, Shari,
and daughter Stephanie to the House of
Representatives today and to thank
him for serving as our guest chaplain.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———

THE BANDITS OF HAMAS KEEP ON
SHOOTING

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
the Hamas terrorists in Gaza Kkeep
shooting their rockets into Israel.
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Israel has used defensive weapons to
intercept some. However, Iranian-
backed Hamas Kkeeps on reloading its
six-shooters and firing into civilian
areas.

The Israeli Government is shooting
back and is headed to Gaza to stop the
bandits.

Our government wants a cease-fire.
Cease-fires in the past have just given
Hamas time to obtain more ammo
rockets from Iran. Also, Hamas shields
its command centers underneath
schools and hospitals in Gaza. So it
cowers behind women, children, the el-
derly, and the sick.

Hamas wants Israel annihilated.

Israel is following the first natural
right of a nation—it is protecting its
people. Now it has taken the fight to
the terrorists, as it has a right and an
obligation to do.

The United States should be helping
Israel eliminate this terrorist group in-
stead of criticizing Israel for pro-
tecting its citizens from murder. The
only way to stop this war against
Israel is for Hamas to be defeated.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

NO DEVOLUTION

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, you
have heard the term ‘‘reinvent the
wheel.”” We have some people around
here who want to un-invent the wheel.
The Tea Party—‘‘small government at
any cost’—radicals have what they
think is a brilliant new idea. It is
called ‘‘devolution.”

We will devolve the duty, the obliga-
tion, and the funding of the national
transportation system to the 50 States.
Oh, what a great idea. Well, no. Actu-
ally, we tried it in the last century. It
failed pretty miserably. Here it is: 1956.
This is the brand spanking new Kansas
Turnpike. Oklahoma said they would
build—oh, they ran out of money, so
Oklahoma didn’t build their section.
Kansas did. For 3 years, cars crashed
through the barrier at the end of this
and landed in Emil Schweitzer’s farm
field. That is devolution. They want to
go back to that.

Dwight David Eisenhower said, no,
that is not acceptable. He passed a bill
for a national transportation system,
funded by a user fee, and the highway
got completed.

Now we want to go back to that era?
We want to compete with the world by
spending less on transportation, by
having less Federal coordination, and
by passing a pathetic Band-Aid bill
today with pretend money that will
limp us through the next 9 months?

No. We need a substantial investment
in our national transportation sys-
tem—putting millions of people back
to work, making us first class again,
and competing with the rest of the
world. No devolution.
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